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For the plain man the difficulty remains. Either God
can't stop the war even if He wants to, or He can stop
It and won't.

MRS. POOLE: In my opinion there can be no hesitation. I:
is \vritten: uXot a sparrow shall fall on the ground
without your Father."

VICAR: Remember that we have free will and God makes
use of our free will to punish us and to teach us and to
make us more worthy of His grace and mercy, Man,
born in sin., justly brought this long-drawn disaster or,
himself as surely as Adam brought on himself the divine
punishment which we all inherit.

JOHN: If I saw two small boys fighting I'd separate them,
even though one was a lazy little beggar and the other
had stolen Farmer Giles9 apples, I wouldn't sit by and
let them seriously hurt one another so that they should
be better boys in future.

MRS. POOLE: But you speak as though all this suffering must
be useless. We all know how suffering can purify and
elevate. I've seen it myself over and over again.

DR. MACFAKLANE: People say that. They're generally
thinking of elderly ladies in comfortable circumstances
who with the aid of a very good doctor show a becoming
resignation in a chronic disease.

JOHN: I should like some of those people who talk about
the purifying influence of suffering to have a mouthful
of gas and see how they liked it.

VICAR: The war is terrible. Its cruelty is terrible. The
suffering it has caused is terrible. There is only one
explanation for it; and that is the loving kindness and
the infinite mercy of our heavenly Father.

JOHN: Can you bring yourself to believe that?

VICAR: We were given over to drunkenness and lust, to
selfishness and flippancy and pride. It needed this tre-
mendous trial to purify us. It will be a nobler England